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TUNSTALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14th November 2018 commencing at 7.00pm in the Village 
Hall 
 
Present:  
Parish Council:  Cllr Martin Richardson  Chair 
  Cllr Tony Gadie 

              Cllr Chris Wilson 
               Cllr Dave Parry  
  Cllr Phill Johnson  
               Rachel Dudding   Clerk 
 
In attendance: Geoffrey Linehan (RDC), Pat Middlemiss (RDC) 
       
Tunstall Residents 
Paul Greenwood, Jane Greenwood, Simon Benbow, Anne Bowling, Dean Lambert 
 
1. Apologies 

Cllr Carl Les (NYCC) 
 
2. Declarations of interest 

None 
 
3. Matters raised by residents 
a. Paul Greenwood mentioned that beast and sheep from Manor Farm keep getting into the 

community garden. There is concern that they may get onto the road. As this is happening quite 
often Cllr Richardson will speak to Rob Blenkiron. 
 

4. Police report 
None available 
Cllr Richardson commented that he had to report his neighbor for locking his dog in a shed so that 
should show up on the next report. 
 

5. County Councillor / District Councillor Report 
Cllr Linehan explained RDC are in the process of re-writing the constitution which will see the 
number of councillors drop from 34 to 24 and the size of the committees will need to be 
restructured. 
There has been an issue with hospital transport whereby they have made the eligibility criteria far 
stricter, this unfortunately is affecting the most vulnerable people. He would be keen to hear of 
anybody that encounters issues trying to arrange transport. 
Cllr Linehan has spoken to Trish Skinner regarding the on-going tree issue in Yarborough Close, now 
the nesting season is over and the birds have gone it is ready to be cut. Cllr Johnson said that he has 
spoken to RDC and it is all in hand to get the tree cut. 
Cllr Linehan introduced Pat Middlemiss who will stand for the Conservative Party in the new large 
Scotton Ward (which covers Tunstall). She has been a member of the council for over 12 years. She -
along with Cllr Lineham - is there to help and they encourage people to speak out. The ward will 
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cover Scotton, Tunstall,Hornby,Hunton, Arrathorne and East & West Appletons. When asked how 
much this reduction of councillors would save RDC, the response was £36,000 
Cllrs Linehan and Middlemiss left at 7.15p, 
 

6. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes of the Meeting held on 5th September 2018 were proposed and confirmed as a true 
record. 

 
7. Matters arising 
a. The Clerk had contacted Yorkshire Water to find that no report was available regarding the sewage 

pipework – they said this was due to no faults showing up. 
b. The Clerk had contacted RDC regarding their insurance cover for the play park. She had received it 

but pointed out to councillors that it only covered the play equipment not the matting which was of 
grave concern due to the state of it. 
A discussion then took place regarding the ownership of the park and whether there was need for a 
play park at all.  
 

8. Current Issues 
a. Clearing weed from the beck - The Clerk had contacted Farm & Land Services (the grass cutting 

contractors) regarding the removal of weed from the beck as Grow IT were unable to do it this year. 
He had come back with a price of £125.00 for removal or double for removal and disposal. It was 
agreed that it was a good price and to accept the removal and disposal price. 
Propose: Cllr Parry  Seconded:Cllr Richardson 

b. Chairmanship of Parish Council – Cllr Richardson commented that now he is living in Kirby Fleetham 
it doesn’t make sense to continue with his roles especially as he is looking to move down south 
eventually. Therefore he asked if somebody would consider stepping up. 
Cllr Gadie issued his verbal resignation as did Cllr Parry, the clerk asked them to send this over via 
email. The position of Chairman will be discussed in January meeting after 2 new candidates 
hopefully come forward. 

c. Replacement Clerk – As yet no one had applied for the Clerks role. The current clerk offered to stay 
on until the beginning of December. She would contact RDC and the D&S Times to see if the vacancy 
could be placed there. 

d. Formation of Village Hall Committee – This is currently managed by the PC. Anne has stepped in as 
booking clerk but ideas are needed to raise money and how to form a committee. Paul G asked what 
type of committee was needed and the response was a full committee. Cllr Richardson explained 
that each year it needs to make £4500 to cover the outgoings, rentals currently generate £2500-
£3000, therefore the remainder is needed via fundraising. Ideas included update the brochure, put 
external events on Facebook and advertise on Facebook. 
After a discussion it was decided to leave under the care of the PC for the time being. 

 
Resolved: Clerk to contact RDC to get copy of insurance cover for Play Park  
 

e. Correspondence 
13.09.18 - Email RDC re precept 
13.09.18 – Email Citizens Advice annual report 
20.09.18 – Email NYCC re public right of way query 
08.11.18 – Email RDC re elections 
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09.11.18 – Email Farm & Land Services re weed removal from beck 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to attend meeting in 2019 re elections 

 
f. Financial matters 

Record of payments made under out of meeting arrangements 
Date  Payee     Amount 
01.11.18  Lady Haig’s - wreath   £33.00 
01.11.18  Village Plants    £25.96 
 
Summary of Accounts 
Deposit Account    Current Account 
Balance as of 11th Nov 2018   Balance as of 11th Nov 2018 
£1005.18     £6890.34 
 
Accounts for payment 
The following invoices were presented for payment: 
Date  Payee & Description   Amount 
14.11.18  Grass cutting – Oct/Nov   £259.20 
14.11.18  NYCC – Grit bin refill   £180.00 
14.11.18  Cleks wages sept/nov   £429.52 
These invoices were approved and signed by Cllrs Richardson and Parry 
    

g. Planning Applications 
18/00148/FULL – Amended planning for Plews Cottage – GRANTED 
18/00531/FULL – Full planning permission for the installation of solar panels etc. at Swallow Fields, 
Hill Farm – GRANTED 
18/00518/FULL – Full planning permission for creation of 2 holiday lets etc at Mount Pleasant Farm 
– Cllrs had no objections  
18/00538 – Full planning permission for the erection of a new 4 bedroom dwelling at Goldcrest, 
Tunstall – The Clerk emailed Cllrs comments out of meeting due to the deadline. 

 
h. Minor Matters 

Cllr Johnson enquired regarding 2 laptops that used to belong to the kids club – all kids club stock 
was disposed of / donated a number of years ago however it may be worthwhile looking in the loft. 
The lights on the gable end of the VH are not working correctly. 
The 2 yellow signs on Brough Lane need to be more prominent / permanent 
There has been a suggestion to hold a car boot sale at the VH in January 

 
Village Hall  
a. Quarter 3 results – There has been a big expenditure over the last quarter including overhaul of 

electrics, PAT testing, fire extinguishers, manhole and fence repairs 
 
To confirm the date of the next meeting : 
Wednesday 9th January 2019 
 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm 
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Signed_____________________________ Chairman Date______________________ 
 
Signed_____________________________ Clerk  Date______________________  


