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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 7 JANUARY 2019 

 

   Present 

  Councillor P Johnson (Chairman) 

Councillor K Bower  

Councillor D Lambert 

Councillor M Richardson 

Councillor C Wilson 

 

District Councillor G Linehan 

 

J MacNamara (Clerk) 

12 Parishioners were also present 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and 

outlined that this was his first meeting as Chairman. 

 

The Chairman stated his intention to seek to be inclusive 

with members of the public and ensure that there was a 

distinction between the activities of the Parish Council 

and the Village Hall. 

 

A discussion took place with regards to the relationship 

between the Parish Council and the Village Hall. It was 

agreed that this be a matter which is further explored, 

including the Clerk looking at the Title Deed for the 

Village Hall and the Constitution. 

 

 

001.2019  Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

  It was reported that Cllr Les hoped to join the meeting 

later as he was attending Catterick Parish Council. 

 

002.2019  To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
 

  There were no Declarations of Interest. 

 

003.2019 

 

 

 

 Matters Raised by Residents –  

 

The Chairman invited residents to make comments in this 

section of the meeting. 
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7 Members of the Public in attendance wished to raise 

their concerns with regards to the proposed Planning 

Application at Goldcrest which was to be considered 

under Item 10 (a) of the agenda. 

 

Each resident in turn outlined their concerns with regards 

to the planning application including the issues 

associated with the application included: - 

 

 Flooding 

 Highways Matters 

 Over Development 

 Scale and Mass  

 Noise 

 Affordable Housing 

 

It was agreed that Agenda Item 10 (a) be brought 

forward for discussion at this stage of the Agenda in view 

of the public comments. 

 

The Council debated all of the issues which were raised 

by members of the public and the proposed 

development with the assistance of the site plans and 

written representations from members of the public. 

 

Following the discussion it was Agreed that the Parish 

Council Object to the proposed Planning Application on 

the grounds of: -  

 

 Flooding 

 Highways and Traffic 

 Scale, Mass and Overdevelopment 

 

Cllr Linehan outlined that it was his understanding that the 

Parish Council had until 18 January to make their 

representations. 

 

  Following consideration of the Planning Matter the 

Chairman invited other Members of the Public to raise 

matters under Agenda Item No 3. 

 

A member of the public raised the issue of continued 

signage issues at Brough Lane and a further traffic 

incident which had recently taken place. 

 

Cllr Johnson outlined that he had contacted the 

Highways Department and it was his intention to meet 

Officers in the coming weeks and make further 
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representations. 

 

A member of the public raised the issue of the grit bin 

which had been damaged and the possibility of a 

replacement. 

 

Cllr Johnson outlined that he had contacted the County 

Council and at this stage there was an impasse with 

regards to costs concerning a replacement grit bin.  

 

Cllr Johnson explained that he had requested a meeting 

to resolve this matter and would report back at the next 

meeting. 

 

A member of the public raised on-going concerns with 

regards to speeding traffic throughout the Village. 

 

A discussion took place with regards to the merits of 

managing speeding. Cllr Richardson outlined the costs 

involved with a Speed Matrix Sign, but explained that 

there were still opportunities to form a Speed Watch 

Group of volunteers under the direction of North Yorkshire 

Police. 

 

Cllr Wilson explained that this matter had been looked 

into previously and requested the Clerk look for the 

paperwork to assist with the formation of a Speed Watch 

Group. 

 

A number of Councillors and Members of the Public 

agreed to be part of a volunteer Speed Watch Group. 

 

It was agreed that the matter be investigated further and 

the Clerk bring this matter back for further discussion at 

the next meeting.  

 

 

004.2019 

 

 

 

 Police Report 

 

The Clerk reported that no Police Report had been 

received. 

 

It was Agreed that the Clerk contact the Police about 

attending future meetings. 
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005.2019  District & County Councillor Reports 

 

Cllr Linehan reported on recent activities he was 

undertaking at Richmondshire District Council as well as 

the on-going Constitutional Review to take account of 

the reduction in the number of Councillors in May 2019. 

 

006.2019   To approve the minutes of the meetings held on: 

 

Wednesday 14 November 2018 

Wednesday 12 December 2018 

 

The Minutes were Agreed. 

 

  

   

007.2019  Matters Arising 

 

There were no matters arising pertaining to the minutes of 

previous meetings. 

 

Cllr Johnson gave an update in response to a member of 

the public about the on-going development of Catterick 

Garrison. Cllr Johnson stated it was his intention as 

Chairman of the Parish Council to become more involved 

in the working group overseeing the development of the 

Garrison. 

   

008.2019  Correspondence  

 

The Clerk reported that there were publications to be 

distributed to Councillors via the Correspondence File, 

but that all other correspondence had been circulated 

electronically.  

 

   

009.2019  

 

 

a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance 

 

Receipts & Payments 

 

The RFO read the Financial Report. He reported that there 

had been no Credits to the Current Account since the 

last meeting. 

 

There had been 1 transaction for £100 since the last 

meeting which was the agreed gratuity payment to the 
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b) 

former Clerk.  

 

The Clerk reported that the balance of the Current 

Account was £5,921.62 and the Deposit account was 

£1,005.35. 

 

A discussion took place with regards to the expenditure 

which had been undertaken by the Parish Council 

throughout the Financial Year. 

 

Clarification was sought about expenditure on the Tiger 

Project in comparison to their being no income in the 

current year. The Clerk sought to clarify the position and 

stated it was his understanding that the Tiger Project 

funding was ringfenced and whilst there had been no 

income in the current Financial Year, grant monies had 

been rolled forward from previous years to cover the 

expenditure. 

 

As part of the discussion there were questions about the 

legitimacy of using Parish Council funds for costs 

associated with the Village Hall. Cllr Richardson explained 

that these were costs paid by the Parish Council on 

behalf of the Village Hall for VAT purposes and the fact 

that the Parish Council had the opportunity to reclaim 

VAT. 

 

The Chairman outlined that from his perspective at this 

stage that there needed to be greater understanding 

about the expenditure of the Parish Council and that this 

be looked at in the coming months. 

 

The Financial Report is appended to the Minutes. 

 

 

Budget & Financial Planning 2019/20 

 

The Clerk had circulated a draft budget in advance of 

the meeting. The Clerk outlined some of the headline 

issues which would need to be addressed in 2019/20. 

 

The Clerk outlined that the Parish Council Elections were 

due to be held in May 2019. The District Council had 

advised Parishes to budget up to £1,200.00 for a 

contested election.  

 

The Clerk outlined that the Parish had set a precept of 

£4,700.00 and it was at the Council’s discretion as to 
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whether or not this should be increased in the new 

financial year, but the Clerk advised that the Council’s 

running costs without provision for the District Council 

elections were running at nearer £6,000 per annum. 

 

The Clerk advised that it was prudent for the Parish 

Council to retain a reserve of between £2,000 - £4,000 

and whilst there would be £6,000 in reserves in 2019/20 

the Parish Council would need to consider future precept 

rates to protect the reserves in future years. 

 

A wide-ranging discussion took place with regards to the 

proposed budget in which the Chairman invited 

comment from members of the public in attendance.  

 

As part of those discussions Councillors explored the 

options of raising the precept in the forthcoming financial 

year to £6,000 whilst also exploring a phased approach 

towards increases in the precept over a 2-year period. 

 

Following discussion of the draft budget Cllr Wilson 

proposed a precept of £5,200, this was seconded by Cllr 

Richardson. 

 

It was Agreed to increase the precept by £500 to £5,200 

for the 2019/20 Financial Year. 

 

   

010.2019 

 

 

 

 Planning Matters 

 

The planning application had been dealt with under Item 

3 of the Agenda. 

 

At the conclusion of business Cllr Richardson gave notice 

of his intention to resign as a member of the Parish 

Council forthwith. 

 

Cllr Richardson was thanked for all his dedication and 

hard work over a number of years on behalf of the Parish 

Council. 
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011.2019  Date of next meeting 

 

The Clerk reported that the next meeting was scheduled 

for Wednesday 6 March at 7pm. 

 

012.2019  Closure 

  There being no further business the meeting was declared 

closed at 21:00. 

   

 


