ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

TUNSTALL PARISH COUNCIL

013.2019

014.2019

015.2019

016.2019

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH 2019

Present

Councillor P Johnson (Chairman)

Councillor K Bower

Councillor D Lambert

Councillor T Wedgewood-Jones (after Minute 018.2019)
Councillor C Wilson

District Councillor G Linehan
County Councillor C Les

J MacNamara (Clerk)
12 Members of the Public were also present

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. At the start of the meeting
the Chairman referred to the consumption of alcoholic beverages being
consumed throughout the meeting and asked if anyone had any objections.

A short discussion was held with regards to the matter and it was agreed that
there were no formal objections.

Apologies and Reasons for Absence

There were no apologies for absence.

To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
There were no Declarations of Interest.

To approve the minutes of the meetings held on:

Monday 7 January 2019.

The Minutes were Agreed.

Matters Arising

Clir Johnson reported on a number of matters: -

Village Hall — Cllr Johnson stated that there was a growing need for a Village
Hall Committee which established a distinction between the Parish Council and
the Village Hall.

There was a detailed discussion with regards to the Constitution/Lease and the
relationship between the Parish Council, Village Hall and land owners and the
need to refresh these documents as part of taking the matter forward.
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It was agreed that the idea of establishing a Village Hall Committee should be
taken forward and some volunteers came forward to participate in a new
committee.

Grit Bin — It was reported that this matter with the County Council had been
resolved, but that there were continuing issues with the dog waste bin which
had recently been knocked over.

Garrison Area Partnership — Clir Johnson reported he would be attending the
forthcoming GAP Meeting and invited others to attend to put forward the views
of the smaller parishes in the Garrison area.

Clir Johnson requested that we compile a list of e-mails to disseminate
information about the work of the Parish Council.

The Clerk advised that under GDPR we were unable to do this, but that the
Parish Council website could be a portal to disseminate information about
other groups and organisations other than the Parish Council.

A detailed discussion took place with regards to communications, including a
village newsletter and social media.

It was agreed that following the elections a village newsletter would be
produced and the matter of social media be further explored.

Tour de France Bikes — It was raised whether or not it was still appropriate to
display the Tour de France bikes in the Village. It was explained by a member of
the public that the bikes were part of an on-going floral display.

Co-option of new Council Member
The Clerk outlined that following the resignation of Clir Richardson at the
January meeting and being within 6-moths of an election there was no

requirement to hold an election.

The vacancy was therefore advertised accordingly for co-option and one person
had come forward for co-option.

The Clerk reported that Tink Wedgewood-Jones had expressed interest in
joining the Parish Council.

It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Tink Wedgewood-Jones.

Clir Wedgewood-Jones read her Declaration of Acceptance and joined other
Councillors at the table.

Public Forum
A member of the public raised the on-going problem of silt at the bridge which
was affecting the water flow.

A discussion took place with regards how to deal with the matter. It was agreed
that Cllr Wedgewood-Jones take this matter further with possibly the
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involvement of the Environment Agency and Waterways Agency to further
investigate the matter.

A discussion took place with regards to the on-going issues of litter on the
approach roads to the Village. It was noted that two dedicated members of the
Grow It Group had regularly undertaken litter picks and at the most recent litter
pick 8 bags of rubbish had been collected.

The Parish Council recorded their thanks to the dedication of the volunteers
who regularly undertook these initiatives.

A discussion about how to deal with the matter going forward, including the
siting of a new waste bin on the road as well as contacting the Garrison
Commander to ask for further assistance from the Ministry of Defence to assist
with the litter picks.

Clir Johnson reported that discussions with McDonalds for assistance were
moving forward and that a risk assessment was being undertaken to see if they
would be able to provide further assistance with litter clearance.

It was agreed that the Clerk formally write to the Garrison Commander to
request assistance.

A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for writing to object to the
planning application at Goldcrest. They informed the meeting that a revised
planning application had been submitted.

The Clerk outlined that he had been given notification that a revised plan had
been submitted. He advised the meeting that he had agreed a course of action
with Councillors prior to the meeting. The Clerk outlined that the revised plan
would be circulated to Councillors and Councillors would judge whether the
revised documents merited an Extraordinary Meeting. However, the Clerk
advised that Councillors also had the option to use delegated powers to
reaffirm its previous decision if it concluded that the application had not
materially changed.

Public Presentations

Help for Heroes

John Burbridge representing Phoneix House recovery centre gave a
presentation with regards to the work being undertaken at the centre and to
inform people about their up and coming Open Day on 22 June.

The Centre were engaged in speaking to a number of Parish and Town Councils
about their work and the Open Day and the potential for assistance with
advertising and sponsorship of the event to help drive footfall towards the
event.

It was agreed that the Parish Council give full support to help advertise the
event and look into sponsorship opportunities.
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Richmondshire Leisure Trust

Austin Gordon of the Richmondshire Leisure Trust gave a presentation with
regards to the operation of the Trust and the work they undertake at their
three sites in Colburn, Richmond and South Park in Darlington.

The Trust were in the process of engaging with a number of Parish and Town
Councils to support the work of the Trust. The current footfall at the sites in
Colburn and Richmond was 235,000 per annum and it was estimated that 9% of
the footfall came from the Tunstall postcode.

Given the extent of funding cuts to local Councils and the services provided by
the Leisure Trust not being a statutory service it was now a priority to raise
additional funds to help support the service.

As part of seeking to raise the additional funds to support the Leisure Trust, Mr
Gordon was asking for either one-off support or three year donations from
Parish Councils.

It was agreed that the Parish Council look further at the request from Mr
Gordon following the elections at the next meeting.

Police Report
The Clerk reported that the Police hoped to be able to attend the Annual
Meeting of the Parish Council in May.

Report from District & County Councillors

Cllr Linehan reported that the District Council through the budget setting
process had placed an additional £50,000 towards the Area Partnerships and
that applications from Parish Councils would be welcomed at the earliest
opportunity.

Clir Linehan also reported that the District Council had also been able to peg the
Council Tax increase at 1.7% which was the lowest in Yorkshire and the Humber
and amongst the lowest increases in Great Britain.

Clir Les reported that there remained severe budgetary pressures at the County
Council and there would be a 2.99% increase in the Council Tax and a 2%
increase in the Adult Social Care precept. Even following the increase in Council
Tax the County Council would still be looking for a further £15 million in savings.

ClIr Les outlined that 50% of all County Council funds were spent on Adult Social
Care and 30% of funds were spent on Children’s Services.

Clir Les also outlined that there were locality budgets assigned to each
Councillor for the year ahead.
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Correspondence

RDC - Local Plan Review Workshop
The Clerk outlined that the District Council would be holding a Local Plan
Review Workshop on 27" March at 6pm at Mercury House, Richmond.

Home Safety & Wellbeing

The Clerk read a letter from the North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service with
regards to extending their home visits to include people with dementia for
safety testing.

2019 Parish Council Elections

The Clerk outlined the timetable for the forthcoming elections. The Clerk
informed the meeting that people who wished to be nominated to stand for
election would have to complete Nomination Papers.

The Nomination Papers were available from Electoral Services at Mercury
House and would have to be returned by 4pm on 3™ April. If there were more
than 5 candidates then an election would be held on Thursday 2" May.

Parish Defibrillator

The Clerk read a letter from David Parry outlining that he no longer wished to
continue as the overseer of the defibrillator. The Parish Council wished to
record their thanks to Mr Parry for undertaking this role over a number of
years.

Clir Johnson agreed to undertake the role going forward.

A discussion took place with regards for the need to replace the batteries as a
matter of urgency.

It was also agreed that the Clerk seek to organise a training session for
interested parties from across the Village. The Clerk agreed to contact the
Yorkshire Ambulance Service.

Finance
To Agree and Record Receipts & Payments
To Agree current Financial Position with Parish Accounts

The Clerk reported that there had been no transactions since the last meeting.
However, there were 5 Invoices awaiting payment: -

Farm and Land Services - £216.00

Clerks Salary - £429.51

Clerk’s Expenses - £13.92

Playground Inspection - £246.40

A discussion took place with regards to the merits of the Playground Inspection
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Invoice. It was agreed that this be looked into further and payment at this stage
be withheld.

All other Invoice were agreed.

The Clerk outlined that the current position at the Bank was: -
Deposit Account - £1,005.84

The Clerk outlined that when the agreed invoices had been paid then the
position in the current account was: -
Current Account - £5,200.72

024.2019
Grass Cutting Contract — Season 2019
The Clerk read a letter from Farm and Land Services advising that their services
to undertake the grass cutting contract for the 2019 season would be £110 +
VAT per cut based upon 14 cuts.
The Clerk advised it would be good practice to test the market, but as the
season was due to start it would be unwise in this instance and recommended
that Councillors accept the tender for the year ahead.
It was agreed that the price was competitive and the Parish Council had been
provided with a good service and should be agreed for the forthcoming season.
An extension to the contract was Agreed unanimously.
Appointment of Auditor
It was agreed that Simon Benbow audit the accounts at the end of the Financial
Year ahead of submission to the External Auditors.

025.2019

Reports

Tiger Project

Mr Greenwood gave a detailed presentation and history with regards to the
Tiger Project, including the creation of the Community Garden in 2008 and the
Village Orchard in 2012.

The presentation included the funding streams and that the Parish Council
acted as the conduit to hold funds, therefore the Parish Council was not
subsidising the activities of the Tiger Project.

Mr Greenwood also outlined that further funding support had been secured
from Clir Les’ locality budget for a sculpture park. It was also reported that a
Village BBQ was being planned for 15 June.

It was agreed that the Tiger Project gave added value to the Village and that the
Council record their thanks to the dedication of Mr Greenwood and everyone
involved in the project.
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Tunstall Village Hall
Martin Richardson presented the annual report, accounts and budget from the
Village Hall Committee.

The report is appended to the minutes.

*During consideration of the report from Tunstall Village Hall as it was 21:30pm
the Chairman advised the meeting that he was required to move the
suspension of Standing Orders to allow business to proceed for a further 15-
minutes to complete the business of the meeting.

Planning Applications
There were no planning matters to be considered and issues pertaining to the
outstanding planning application were covered under the Open Forum.

Date of next meeting
The Clerk reported that the next meeting which would be the Annual, Meeting,
AGM and Ordinary Meeting would be subject to confirmation depending on the

elections, but provisionally would be held on Wednesday 8" May at 7pm.

Closure

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 21:45.




