ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES

TUNSTALL PARISH COUNCIL
Wednesday 4th September 2019

Councillor P Johnson (Chair)

Councillor T Wedgwood-Jones (Vice Chair)
Councillor D Lambert

Councillor P Middlemiss (District)

County Councillor C Les

J MacNamara (Clerk)

11 Members of the Public

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1.3.19

2.3.19

3.3.19

4.3.19

To receive and note apologies for absence

The Clerk reported that he had received apologies from Councillor Helen Grant.

Clir Johnson reported that he had not received an apology from Councillor Bower but was
concerned that he had not attended a meeting in the current municipal year. He agreed to
undertake to enquire as to his intentions going forward.

Clir Johnson asked the Clerk to report on the on-going vacancy on the Parish Council.

The Clerk reported that following the May elections there were only four out of the five
vacancies filled on the Parish Council. Since the AGM in May a vacancy had been
advertised and the Parish Council could go ahead and fill the vacancy.

Clir Johnson proposed that Simon Benbow be co-opted to the Parish Council. The motion
was agreed unanimously and Cllr Benbow was invited to join other Councillors at the table
and participate in the meeting.

To receive ‘Declarations of Interest’ in items on the agenda

There were no declarations of interest.

To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26" June 2019

The minutes of the meeting were approved.

Public Forum

Grass Cutting — A member of the Parish complained about the standard of grass cutting
this season and said that the number of cuts was clearly inadequate.

Clir Johnson responded that he had now asked a member of the Parish to monitor the
grass cutting and its standard, he informed people that he had put Ken Walsh in touch
with the contractor and that if extra cuts were required then they could and would be
undertaken.
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Village Green and Beck — It was a point of concern that the Village Green and Beck
appeared to be unkempt. Clir Johnson agreed that these matters also be looked into by
Ken Walsh as part of his engagement with the environment contractors.

Broadband — A member of the Parish asked Clir Les about further improvements in
broadband access. Clir Les stated that the rollout programme continued and whilst the
new Prime Minister had made some commitments to broadband there were no further
details at this stage.

Speed Watch — A member of the Parish asked about the speed watch group and its
activities. It was outlined that the speed watch was continuing and that at the community
speed watch day across the area more than 500 motorists were caught. The next
deployment would be taking place in the autumn. It was agreed that the statistics
concerning the speed watch be posted on the Village Noticeboard.

Dog Bins — A member of the Parish raised a matter on behalf of a resident concerning the
fact that the dog bin had been removed from Yarborough Close. ClIr Johnson agreed that
the bin be replaced and Clir Middlemiss was asked to make enquiries with the District
Council.

Leilani Trees — A member of the Parish once again raised the matter of the height of
Leilani trees. It was pointed out that if these trees were on private land then the Parish
Council had no enforcement power to be able to deal with the matter.

Somme Barracks — A member of the parish asked if it was correct that the barracks were
to be demolished in 2021. It was considered that this was more rumour than fact although
it was agreed that the matter be looked into.

Report from District & County Councillors

District Councillor Middlemiss updated a number of matters pertaining to the District
Council.

Clir Middlemiss reported on a number of health related matters concerning her role as a
District Councillor, including that she had been appointed to the North Yorkshire County
Council Health Scrutiny Committee to replace Clir John Blackie, that the Clinical
Commissioning Group were seeking views about online prescriptions, that assurances had
been sought and there was no intention to withdraw GP services in Richmond. ClIr
Middlemiss also reported that the new Public Health Priorities Services and Challenges
had shone a light on the major difference in good health across the District within just a
few miles. Indeed females in Scotton Ward can expect good health until they are aged 64-
years old in comparison to females in Richmond East ward (Darlington Road, Whitefields
Estate area) can expect good health until they are 69-years old.

Clirs Middlemiss and Grant had completed a site visit around the Parish on 27" August.
Clir Middlemiss wished to pass on three main observations from the site visit which were:

e There was a tree problem between 5 and 7 Yarborough Close where the root of
the cherry tree were causing access issues to the shed.
e The playpark gate opens outward and it was felt it should open the other way for

safety purposes.
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e |t was felt that a sign to the children’s playpark would help parents and visitors to
make the park more legible.

The next Central Area Partnership meeting would take place on 12" September and there
was a budget of £10,000 towards projects.

County Councillor Les gave a report to the meeting.

Cllr Les mentioned the recent flooding which had hit Leyburn, Reeth and Swaledale. As a
result of the 1 in a 1,000 year occurrence the local area had lost three roads, two bridges
and numerous dry stone walls. It was reported that the roads were now operational, but
what the disaster had demonstrated was a need for each Parish to have in place an
Emergency Plan.

The proposed emergency plan would signpost people in the parish and the emergency
services in the event of a disaster.

Clir Les reported that the Chancellor’s spending statement was good news for local
government with increased resources for schools, special education needs and the
additional £1.5 billion for adult social care could mean up to £70 million for North
Yorkshire County Council.

Clir Les reported that locality budgets were reopened for local projects and he would
welcome applications.

Correspondence

Police Report
The Clerk advised that the Police had provided a report in advance of the meeting and it
had been circulated. (The report is appended to the minutes).

Review of Polling Districts and Polling Stations
The Clerk advised that the District Council were currently undertaking a review of polling
districts and polling stations and if people wished to make a submission/suggestion then
they could do so on the District Council website.

PFK Littlejohn LLP Auditors
The Clerk reported that he had received notification from the external auditors that the
accounts for the 2018/19 had been formally signed off.

Letters from members of the Parish

The Clerk advised that two letters had been received from members of the Parish. The
Clerk noted that the points raised in one of the letters had been raised by a member of the
parish during the Public Forum concerning the dog bin at Yarborough Close and the
standard of grass cutting.

The second letter concerned three points — the requirement for a new bin outside of the
Village Hall, pruning of trees and bushes on Brough Lane and permanent signs so that

people could read the width restrictions of the bridge on Brough Lane.

Clir Johnson agreed to look into the matters which were raised.
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Finance
The Clerk reported that there had been 5 transactions since the last meeting: -

Clerk Salary (June) - £143.17
Clerk Expenses - £61.65

Fam and Land Services £264.00
Clerk Salary (July) - £143.17
Clerk Salary (August) - £143.17
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A total of £755.16 had been transacted through the current account.
The current account stood at £6,197.14 following payment of the transactions.

The balance on the Business Account was £1,006.85 which meant there were total
resources of £7,203.99.

The Financial Report was approved.

Reports

Tiger Project
Paul Greenwood gave a short appraise of the ongoing work of the Tiger Project and
thanked the Parish Council and others for their continued support.

Tunstall Village Hall

Clir Benbow reported on the Village Hall accounts to the end of July. Clir Benbow reported
that in the first quarter the Village Hall had made a surplus of £560.21 and at the end of
the second quarter recorded a surplus of £905.94.

The accounts opened the year at £10,033.49 and at the end of July and second quarter
closed at £11,501.08.

Following the financial report a member of the parish asked about why concessionary
rates for groups in the Village had come to an end.

Clir Benbow explained that there was still a concessionary rate for members of the Village
but there had been a price increase. Village Groups were now charged £7 per hour and
non-Village Groups at £8 per hour.

The member of the Parish was concerned that the price increase had not under gone
proper consultation and had been mishandled.

Clir Benbow stated that there was a consultation and a formal process to inform groups,
but he would welcome any group to make representation at the next scheduled Village
Hall Committee Meeting on 25" September 20109.
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Planning Applications & Updates
19/00387/FULL | Full Planning Permission for Erection of 1 no Dwelling and Associated
Works with Access from South View | Land East Of Lonicera South View Tunstall North

Yorkshire DL10 7QJ.

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had considered the proposed planning
application at its last meeting.

However, since the last meeting the planning application had been amended and had
gone forward for further consultation.

The Clerk reported that the changes appeared to be minimal and the concerns raised by
Councillors in June still stood and recommended resubmitting their previous
concerns/objection to the proposed application.

It was agreed that the letter be resubmitted to the Planning Authority.

*At the start of the discussion Councillor Middlemiss declared that as a member of the
planning committee on Richmondshire District Council she would not take part in the
proceedings.

Date & Time of Next Meeting

The Parish Council would next meet on Wednesday 6" November 2019.

The meeting closed at 20:35pm




